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Developing Your Unique Color Vision

by Maria Peagler

How can you achieve your own color style, unique and stunning every time? Know yourself first.  Rote practice of color theory without combining it with your personal preferences results in quilts that look like a color study.

Effective use of color requires two essential steps:

1. Knowing your color likes, dislikes, challenges, and strengths.

2. Knowing and understanding the DNA of color (also known as color theory)

Get started by keeping a color journal. It provides you the opportunity to play and to break free from what others are doing by discovering your own creative potential with the fabrics uniquely your own. 

Supplies you’ll need:

· Sketchbook

· Glue stick

· Scissors

· Inspirational photos

Three ways to get started in your color journal:

1. Create a color palette from photos and magazine clippings by identifying their main colors and mining your stash, cutting and pasting swatches in your journal.

2. Aim for a greater variety of lights and darks in your palette.  See how the contrast in your quilt would become stronger with the addition of a greater range of lights and darks.

3. Take the first step in learning color theory by making your own color wheel with your stash (a tutorial is available on my blog at http://www.colormastery.com).  It’s an eye-opening exercise to see your stash reflected back to you in an arrangement that places similar colors together and different colors opposite each other on the wheel.

Maria Peagler is the author of Color Mastery:  10 Principles for Creating Stunning Quilts (Willow Ridge Press), ISBN 978-0-9816277-0-0.  Her blog has additional color lessons available at http://www.colormastery.com.
