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Red is from Mars, Green is from Venus






by Maria Peagler


Colors, just like people, have their own personalities, and the color wheel is your visual map to how colors interact.  It has twelve basic colors, arranged in clockwise order, and colors close together on the wheel are low contrast, while those colors directly opposite each other are high contrast.


If you’re a quilter, you gotta have contrast!  Intricately-pieced quilts need super contrast to showcase the block design, while strip quilts can tone it down.  Art quilters expertly use contrast to create dimension. Appliquers use contrast to make their appliqués pop. 

A quilter’s color palette is your stash, so here are my top three tips on building a more versatile and color-rich stash:

1. Know your stash.  
Create color wheels for hue, value, and intensity to discover what fabrics are plentiful and missing from your stash.  An online tutorial on making a color wheel from your stash is available at http://www.colormastery.com

2. Shop for lights, darks, brights, and dulls as much as you do for the colors that appeal to your heart.

3. Select fabric you can use in multiple ways.  Marbled solids, batiks, checks, plaids, stripes, ethnic prints, and large prints are equally at home in a pieced quilt, appliqué, borders, and bindings.

Maria Peagler is the author of Color Mastery:  10 Principles for Creating Stunning Quilts (Willow Ridge Press), ISBN 978-0-9816277-0-0.  Her blog has additional color lessons available at http://www.colormastery.com.



