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No-Fail Color Using Color Harmonies






by Maria Peagler

How do you know which colors will play well together in your quilts?  The answer is in a color harmony, a prescription for color relationships that work well together, each with their unique level of contrast. 

Each color harmony suggests how many colors to use and their location around the color wheel.  However, remember these are guidelines, and you can use as many or as few colors as you wish; simply apply these harmonies to the main colors in your quilt.

Here’s the secret to using color harmonies:  start with the color you just can’t live without, and see how it plays out in each harmony.  Grab scraps from your stash and see the resulting combinations from these two color harmonies. Start with swatches of your favorite color (or challenge yourself with one you can’t stand!) then follow it with the others in the harmony; and paste them in the chart: 

Two Color Harmonies

	Color Harmony
	Description
	Sample Fabric Swatches
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	Analogous harmony is two to five colors close to each other on the color wheel. Low contrast.
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	Complementary harmony is two colors opposite each other on the color wheel. A high-contrast harmony that provides great definition for design elements such as quilt piecing, appliqué, and separating foreground and background.
	


Maria Peagler is the author of Color Mastery:  10 Principles for Creating Stunning Quilts (Willow Ridge Press), ISBN 978-0-9816277-0-0.  Her blog has additional color lessons available at http://www.colormastery.com.






